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Did	Canada	Deserve	a	Security	Council	Seat?	

Canada	was	a	trailing	third	compared	to	Norway	and	Ireland	although	more	than half the 
world thought Canada deserved a fighting chance (108 votes). What were key hurdles 
we faced?	

Canada	proportionately	gives	less	in	Overseas	Development	Aid	than	either	of	its	competitors	in	
the	“Western	European	and	Other”	(WEO)	region,	although	in	absolute	dollars	Canada	gives	
about	4X	what	Ireland	offers,	and	only	slightly	less	than	what	Norway	contributes.		

The	Canadian	government	boasts:	“More	than	125,000	Canadians	have	served	abroad	in	
support	of	UN	peacekeeping	operations.”	While	true,	and	despite	promises	to	provide	600-plus	
personnel	and	a	rapid	deployment	capability,	we	provide	a	paltry	34.	Once,	Canada	contributed	
to	every	mission,	and	in	our	heyday,	1993,	we	put	at	least		3,300	people	into	UNPK	uniform,	
100	times	what	we	offer	now.	

We	violate	the	arms	trade	treaty’s	foundational	principles	by	selling	weapons	to	Saudi	Arabia,	
one	of	the	globe’s	worst	human	rights	violators,	and	a	regime	which	is	directly	involved	in	a	
horrific	conflict	in	Yemen.			

Canada	once	pushed	the	idea	of	a	permanent	UN	Emergency	Peace	Service,	an	early-in,	early-
out	capability	that	has	yet	to	come	to	life.	Prime	Minister	Justin	Trudeau	also	promised	a	
modest	rapid	reaction	unit	but	did	not	deliver.		

Canada	voted	only	once	in	favour	of	Palestinians’	right	to	self	determination	(in	late	2019),	but	
has	been	avoiding		the	16	recurrent	UN	General	Assembly	resolutions	that	relate	to	the	status	
of	Jerusalem,	Palestinian	sovereignty	and	settlements.	These	are	resolutions	we	used	to	
generally	support.	As	bad,	Canada	has	been	opposing	Palestine’s	status	at	the	International	
Criminal	Court,	arguing	“Palestine	is	not	a	state.”	

This	country	is	presumed	to	be	in	a	difficult	position	with	the	U.S.	monolith	in	its	shadow,	
always.	But	with	the	erratic,	America-Firster	President	Trump	installed,	we	appear	to	have	slid	
back	further	on	our	heels.	As	Ian	Davis	illustrates	in	a	recent	edition	of	NATO	Watch:		

“[Trump]	has	pulled	the	United	States	out	of	the	Paris	climate	agreement,	the	INF	Treaty	
and	the	Iran	nuclear	deal,	unsigned	the	Arms	Trade	Treaty,	abandoned	the	landmine	
ban,	threatened	to	undertake	the	first	nuclear	weapon	tests	in	America	since	1992,	



	 2	

contemplated	cutting	funding	to	the	World	Health	Organization	and	then	announced	
withdrawal	from	it,	set	in	motion	withdrawal	from	the	Open	Skies	Treaty,	and	imposed	
sanctions	against	International	Criminal	Court	(ICC)	officials	in	response	to	ongoing	ICC	
investigations	into	alleged	US	war	crimes	in	Afghanistan.”	

Canada	has	a	contrary	position	on	all	of	these	American	transgressions	but	has	been	mostly	
mute.	That	is	not	evidence	of	high	quality	Security	Council	material.		

This	is:		

Ø Put	at	least	0.7%	of	GNI	(gross	national	income)	towards	development	aid	programs;		
Ø Deliver	on	promises	of		600+	of	our	uniformed	personnel	for	UN	peacekeeping;		
Ø Renew	support	for	a	UN	emergency	peace	service;		
Ø Fulfil	our	declared	commitments	to	multilateralism,	disarmament,	rule	of	law,	

durable	peace,	and	sustainable	common	security.	

	

(This	article	is	scheduled	to	appear	in	the	next	issue	of	Peace	Magazine	and	is	printed	here	with	
the	kind	permission	of	the	author.		


